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Abstr act

This meno changes the status of STD 39, BBN Report 1822,
"Specification of the Interconnection of a Host and an | MP", from
Standard to Historic.

1. Introduction

The Internet design grew out of the pioneering packet-sw tched
network called the ARPAnet. The ARPAnet was a nostly-US nationa
network built of mni-conmputer packet switches, called Interface
Message Processors (I MPs), that were |inked by 56kbps | eased

tel ephone lines. The I MPs were designed and built by Bolt, Beranek
and Neunmann (BBN) under contract with ARPA, beginning in 1968. One
of BBN's first tasks was to define the standard hardware interface
between a host and a colocated I MP. This interface was described in
BBN Report 1822 [BBN1822], which was a bible for the adm nistrators
of the many different hosts that connected to the ARPAnet.

The BBN Report 1822 host/IMP hardware interface was bit-serial and
asynchronous. 1In 1968, the 8-bit byte had not yet been adopted as an
i ndustry standard, so the interface had to cope w th word-based
machines with arbitrary word length -- sone conmon word | engths were
8, 12, 16, 24, 36, and 60, but there were others. Fromthe software
vi ewpoi nt, Report 1822 defined what would today be called the Iink-

| ayer access protocol for the ARPAnet.
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In 1983 the US DoD noved the ARPAnet technology to TCP/IP and split
off parts of the ARPAnet to forma production facility called M LNET.
The DoD mandated a byte-oriented, X 25-based interface for the MLNET
| MPs. However, the machines on the research-oriented ARPAnet
continued to use the 1822 interface under the new I nternet protoco
suite. Therefore, BBN Report 1822 was nmde an Internet Standard, STD
39, although the report was not republished as an RFC.

2. Action
Since the ARPAnet technol ogy and the BBN 1822 interface are no |onger
in use, the IESGis noving BBN Report 1822 from Standard to Historic
status. The STD nunber 39 is retired.

3. Security Considerations

Movi ng STD 39 to historic has no known effect on the security of the
I nternet.

4. References
[ BBN1822] STD 39 is BBN Report 1822 "Specification for the
I nterconnection of a Host and an IMP'. This can be ordered

fromBolt, Beranek, and Newman, 10 Moulton Street,
Canbri dge, MA 02138.
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6. Full Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2001). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it nmay be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist in its inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, w thout restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng Internet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages other than
Engl i sh.

The linited perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIM TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.
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